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INTRODUCTION

This is New Zealand’s first Coalition Policy Options Guide. It shows how voters view 
policy in 15 major areas, ranging from climate change management, to skills, health 
and taxation reform.

It details results for 149 principles or policy options.

Each option is given a 0 to 11 level of agreement score with 11 representing agreement to the 
proposition by all parties and 0 meaning consistent disagreement with the proposition contained  
in the question across all parties.

The guide is drawn from Shape NZ research over the past 2 years. It is a significant reference 
work for those with a vital interest in the policies which may be agreed in any post general 
election coalition or supply arrangements.

The New Zealand Business Council for Sustainable Development, whose 74 member companies’ annual 
sales of more than $44 billion equate to more than 37% of gross domestic product in dollar value – aims 
to mainstream sustainable practice.

The Business Council believes sustainable business must be profitable, but also take care of the 
environment and people.

It researches to find practicable solutions for major long-term issues facing New Zealand.

Voter support is analysed on major issues New Zealand must address if it is not only to grow sustainably, 
but also preserve and improve New Zealanders’ quality of life.

LEVEL OF AGREEMENT SCORE

A level of agreement score, of 0 to 11, is provided with each policy.

This reports the combined total of voters for each party, and undecided voters or those who prefer not to 
say or not to vote, on each policy.

A score is provided on those agreeing with a policy, or disagreeing.

Where there are several policy options, or no clear majority support for an option, a result is provided 
based on a more agree than disagree basis being expressed as a yes and the opposite being a no.

The Accident Compensation Corporation buys health services from private and other health providers so injured people can go back to work more 
quickly. Should district health boards or the Government do this as well?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 65% 52% 54% 61% 60% 47% 93% 68% 35% 65% 70% 71%

10Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes
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METHODOLOGY

The Coalition Policy Options Guide brings together results from 15 national polls conducted by 
the Business Council-owned ShapeNZ research service between November, 2006, and July, 2008.

ShapeNZ at August 1, 2008, had 14,213 members, of whom all but about 1000 were recruited using 
purchased e-mail lists. ShapeNZ members register and provide demographic and previous party 
vote information to ensure results can be accurately weighted to reflect the New Zealand population 
compared with the 2006 census and 2005 general election result.

All results are weighted by up to six criteria, including age, gender, employment status, personal income, 
ethnicity and party vote 2005, to ensure respondent samples are representative. A report on ShapeNZ 
methodology may be downloaded from the web at www.nzbcsd.org.nz/story.asp?id=874

Maximum margins or error, at a 95% confidence level, are calculated for each survey. In the surveys 
used in this guide respondent numbers vary from 480, in the earliest survey, to 6198. The maximum 
margins of error therefore range from +/- 4.5% to 1.7% on the national sample.



Thinking about climate change or global warming, due to the Greenhouse Effect, do you think it is:

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

A problem now / urgent 78% 77% 97% 98% 88% 91% 64% 70% 61% 80% 93% 78%

11A problem now / urgent Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

 Thinking about the ways New Zealand could respond to climate change, which general course would you prefer the country to follow?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Become a global leader 48% 45% 86% 72% 59% 62% 37% 33% 28% 51% 58% 52%

7Become a global leader N N Y Y Y Y N N N Y Y Y

Do you believe New Zealand has more or fewer economic opportunities available as a result of climate change?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

More economic opportunities 31% 29% 52% 32% 34% 3% 23% 27% 35% 29% 22% 27%

1More economic opportunities N N Y N N N N N N N N N

Generally more than fewer 
opportunities Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y N Y 8

Do you agree or disagree with the view that climate change or global warming is being caused by human activity?

Multichoice -  
Single Answer Only Party vote if election held tomorrow

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree 76% 100% 94% 82% 83% 75% 69% 68% 54% 75% 75% 63%

11Agree Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

C L I M A T E  C H A N G ECOALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE

	 DEDICATED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE	 5



 The Government has proposed an emissions trading system (to be phased in between 2008 and 2013), under which businesses which make 
emissions must buy carbon credits, and those which reduce emissions can sell carbon credits. In general, do you agree or disagree with this  
policy approach?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 44% 38% 69% 61% 55% 48% 24% 38% 22% 46% 44% 45%

3Agree / strongly agree N N Y Y Y N N N N N N N

More agree than disagree Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N Y Y Y 8
 Who in principle should pay for any excess emissions?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Emitters in proportion to their 
emissions 84% 92% 95% 89% 87% 88% 84% 81% 76% 83% 92% 81%

11Emitters in proportion to their 
emissions Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Do you believe there should be some transitional assistance to those households affected by higher fuel and electricity costs caused by pricing 
emissions, or not?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Transitional assistance 81% 98% 78% 85% 86% 94% 97% 77% 59% 80% 90% 77%

11Transitional assistance Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

To help lower your emissions, if the Government were to offer a cash incentive to encourage you to replace your energy inefficient home appliances 
with energy efficient ones, would you support or oppose this policy?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 77% 86% 85% 82% 83% 93% 66% 76% 58% 76% 57% 63%

11Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

More support than oppose Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11
Do you believe the Government should lead the development of an overall New Zealand carbon neutral label available for use on any authorised 
New Zealand product or service, for sale within New Zealand or overseas?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 76% 100% 88% 70% 88% 100% 62% 75% 53% 69% 45% 67%

11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Should the Government adopt a policy to make all schools carbon neutral?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 69% 79% 89% 78% 84% 45% 62% 57% 44% 65% 27% 66% 10
Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes
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A new world green house gas control agreement is now being discussed. Some countries which plan to reduce emissions are suggesting they may 
put a tax on imports from countries which do not place a cost of carbon on their emitters - to protect their businesses from unfair competition. 
Should New Zealand put a carbon tax on imports from countries not placing a carbon price on their emitters?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 56% 67% 73% 69% 63% 8% 53% 51% 34% 51% 52% 43%

9Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes

Do you agree or disagree that large emitters should pay this new price on carbon?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 64% 49% 76% 69% 74% 33% 62% 60% 42% 58% 58% 56%

8Agree / strongly agree Y N Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y

If large emitters here face a price on carbon, but their overseas competitors do not, should the New Zealand emitters be given additional emission 
credits to protect them from overseas competitors?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 64% 56% 48% 63% 63% 36% 75% 69% 75% 57% 60% 55%

11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

If large emitters are assisted with special emission credit allocations, for how long should this assistance be given?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

N/A, they should not be given 
additional emission credit 

allocations
21% 26% 30% 28% 19% 37% 14% 16% 15% 20% 32% 31%

Until 2012 20% 18% 20% 22% 23% 2% 20% 18% 10% 16% 8% 22%

Until 2020 13% 2% 6% 13% 14% 3% 18% 15% 4% 13% 12% 2%

Until 2025 3% 5% 2% 3% 5% 0% 3% 3% 0% 3% 3% 3%

Until 2050 2% 0% 2% 0% 2% 0% 6% 2% 0% 1% 2% 1%

Until other competitors pay a 
price for carbon 36% 45% 31% 25% 33% 52% 31% 41% 45% 38% 38% 30%

Other (please specify) 6% 3% 6% 9% 5% 6% 3% 5% 27% 7% 1% 8%

Should New Zealand allow trading in emissions credits which have been originally granted to power companies which have lowered emissions by 
building nuclear power plants?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 34% 20% 20% 20% 30% 30% 24% 42% 42% 28% 20% 26%

9Prevailing opinion No No No No No No No Yes Yes No No No

C A R B O N  A N D  E M I S S I O N SCOALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE

	 DEDICATED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE	 7



The impact of a $20 per tonne greenhouse gas excess emissions charge is equivalent to 4c a litre of petrol (When petrol prices hit $1.71 a litre last 
year it was the equivalent of a carbon charge of more than $100 per tonne). Thinking of its effect on you personally, is an extra 4c per litre of petrol 
a reasonable or unreasonable charge to help manage climate change?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Reasonable 44% 25% 72% 35% 49% 11% 45% 39% 16% 44% 29% 40%

6More reasonable than 
unreasonable Y N Y Y Y N Y N N Y N Y

If a product or service were to carry a verified New Zealand carbon neutral label, would this have any impact on your likelihood to buy it?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)JA 

Progressive Green Maori Labour
United 
Future NZ First National Act

I would be more likely to buy 
it as long as it cost around the 

same as other products

47% 65% 21% 44% 54% 71% 58% 52% 44% 57% 33% 40% 6N Y N N Y Y Y Y N Y N N

More likely than less likely Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11
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V E H I C L E  E M I S S I O N S

Cash incentives to buyers of fuel efficient low emission cars (using 8 litres of fuel per 100km or less and meeting latest Euro IV emission standards)

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 84% 100% 92% 87% 90% 97% 78% 79% 43% 85% 71% 9
Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y

Decreasing annual registration fees for vehicles with smaller engines

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 85% 96% 92% 93% 92% 95% 83% 80% 43% 86% 66% 9Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y

Increasing annual registration fees for vehicles with the largest engines

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 56% 93% 84% 53% 62% 43% 49% 48% 34% 52% 53% 6Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y N N N N Y Y

Do you think vehicle emissions in New Zealand are

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

A problem now / urgent 78% 84% 94% 84% 81% 78% 81% 74% 68% 75% 60% 72% 11A problem now / urgent Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Do you think the Government should require new and used vehicles being imported into New Zealand to meet the emissions standards of the 
countries from which they are imported?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 75% 90% 77% 66% 80% 70% 79% 73% 79% 69% 78% 68% 11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Thinking about the proposal to phase in higher emissions standards for newly imported vehicles between January 2008 and 2013,  
do you believe the Government is acting

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score 
 (out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Too slowly / much too slowly 35% 51% 58% 53% 34% 19% 46% 29% 33% 25% 42% 40% 3Too slowly / much too slowly N Y Y Y N N N N N N N N

Do you agree or disagree with the view that lowering emissions from newly imported new and used vehicles will improve air quality?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree 79% 98% 90% 82% 82% 58% 77% 77% 61% 76% 83% 70% 11Agree Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
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Should the Government offer a payment to owners of high-emission vehicles aged between 10 and 15 years to scrap their vehicles and use the 
money to buy a more fuel efficient one?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 59% 73% 58% 67% 68% 76% 78% 53% 33% 58% 57% 41% 10Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes

What level of payment, if any, should be made to owners of high usage, high-emission vehicles to encourage their owners to scrap them and buy 
lower emissions ones?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

A payment of $1000-4000 
should be made

47% 60% 47% 41% 54% 71% 67% 43% 17% 39% 27% 34% 4N Y N N Y Y Y N N N N N

More say pay $1-4k than $0 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 9
If the Government were to introduce an incentive payment to scrap high-usage, high-emission vehicles should it start first in centres where air 
quality is a significant issue?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree 69% 85% 74% 62% 74% 47% 70% 65% 48% 65% 54% 58% 9Agree Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y
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W A S T ECOALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE

The management of New Zealand’s waste and the amount of refuse that goes into landfills

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

A problem now / urgent or 
immediate

80% 83% 87% 90% 79% 64% 83% 80% 82% 81% 77% 10Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Do you support or oppose the introduction of a waste levy on solid waste to reduce the volume going to landfills and encourage recycling  
and re use of waste?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 62% 57% 91% 69% 71% 45% 36% 59% 40% 48% 31% 53%

6Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y N N Y N N N Y

Incentives to develop bio fuel from forestry waste wood

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 91% 100% 95% 100% 93% 91% 89% 93% 58% 89% 84%

10Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

With this in mind, do you support or oppose the introduction of a waste levy on solid waste going to landfills, to encourage recycling  
and re-use of waste?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 74% 72% 89% 77% 82% 86% 76% 73% 63% 76% 80% 57%

11Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
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H E A LT H

Do you think the Government’s current spending on health is:

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Too low / much too low 65% 90% 60% 76% 64% 72% 93% 65% 7% 59% 65% 73%

10Too low / much too low Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y

Do you think New Zealand’s Government-provided health services can be sustainably funded in the long term?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 47% 64% 53% 63% 48% 38% 71% 49% 75% 36% 41% 30%

10Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No

How do you expect to cover the cost of your own health needs into the future?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

A. From your savings 15% 10% 13% 13% 21% 30% 15% 11% 0% 19% 14% 20%

B. Health insurance 36% 35% 38% 29% 24% 0% 18% 51% 25% 33% 20% 18%

C. The Government will cover it 26% 38% 23% 48% 31% 54% 45% 23% 55% 15% 35% 24%

D. I haven’t thought about it 15% 0% 18% 6% 19% 16% 19% 11% 0% 17% 32% 26%

E. Other 7% 10% 9% 4% 4% 0% 3% 3% 20% 16% 0% 10%

If you had a choice of Government funded treatment at a world class facility in Australia or Asia, accompanied by a member of your family or 
support person, rather than a less effective centre in New Zealand, would overseas treatment be acceptable to you?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 67% 69% 59% 59% 62% 45% 74% 75% 45% 63% 64% 63%

10Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes

The Accident Compensation Corporation buys health services from private and other health providers so injured people can go back to work more 
quickly. Should district health boards or the Government do this as well?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 65% 52% 54% 61% 60% 47% 93% 68% 35% 65% 70% 71%

10Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes

The Accident Compensation Scheme covers treatment and income support following accidents. Should the scheme be extended to cover the costs 
of catastrophic health problems, like cancer, which also require long term treatment and income support?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 58% 65% 61% 76% 68% 68% 78% 50% 19% 58% 59% 57%

10Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes

Do you believe public hospital services should be kept free for all New Zealand citizens?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 89% 88% 90% 89% 91% 100% 98% 92% 75% 81% 60% 77%

11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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H E A LT H

Should both public hospitals and private health service providers be able to compete for additional Government money to provide hospital services 
(like operations and other procedures)?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 51% 31% 35% 28% 43% 46% 49% 62% 88% 45% 66% 57%

8Prevailing opinion Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

The following are a number of different ways that waiting times for publicly funded elective surgery could be reduced. Considering the list below, 
please select those that you believe are most likely to have an impact on waiting times

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

More funding for public 
hospitals to provide more 
priority elective surgery 

procedures

29% 41% 39% 34% 39% 18% 44% 20% 0% 21% 37% 42%

0More funding for public 
hospitals to provide more 
priority elective surgery 

procedures

N N N N N N N N N N N N

Greater use of private 
hospitals and specialists to 
undertake publicly funded 

elective surgery

47% 46% 39% 38% 40% 61% 60% 54% 43% 62% 34% 30%

4Greater use of private 
hospitals and specialists to 
undertake publicly funded 

elective surgery

N N N N N Y Y Y N Y N N

Encourage more people to 
take out health insurance 

(e.tax rebates)
23% 5% 25% 15% 18% 0% 16% 27% 37% 19% 20% 26%

0Encourage more people to 
take out health insurance 

(e.tax rebates)
N N N N N N N N N N N N

Thinking about Personal Health Accounts in principle, do you support or oppose this idea?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 47% 67% 48% 62% 43% 62% 54% 46% 25% 45% 59% 49%

5Agree / strongly agree N Y N Y N Y Y N N N Y N

More support than oppose Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y 9
Irrespective of your current view on establishing Personal Health Accounts do you believe the idea is worthy of further investigation?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 71% 67% 71% 79% 66% 62% 79% 73% 25% 70% 63% 70%

10Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes

Do you think compulsory health insurance would work better if the Government paid the premiums for low income workers, beneficiaries and their 
dependants?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 48% 72% 57% 60% 55% 17% 62% 42% 16% 49% 38% 43%

8Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No No Yes Yes Yes

COALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE
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H E A LT H

Do you think that the Government has to restrict the number of services available in the public health system?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 30% 31% 34% 23% 32% 45% 30% 29% 60% 19% 49% 31%

8Prevailing opinion No No No No No Yes No No Yes No Yes No

Do you think the Government should define a minimum core list of free public health services which are available to all?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 59% 54% 55% 40% 62% 79% 70% 59% 52% 57% 48% 61%

10Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

There is a worldwide shortage of medical specialists and trained medical staff, training takes several years. Like many other countries, New 
Zealand relies on a large number of overseas trained doctors and other health professionals. Once trained our professionals can work in other 
countries for higher salaries. How do you think Government should address this issue?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

More local training but 
also offering incentives like 
more pay, but also bonding 
graduates to serve a year in 
New Zealand for each year 

of training

62% 83% 66% 53% 58% 46% 38% 66% 12% 69% 66% 53%

8More local training but 
also offering incentives like 
more pay, but also bonding 
graduates to serve a year in 
New Zealand for each year 

of training

Y Y Y Y Y N N Y N Y Y Y

To increase the number of medical specialists available should New Zealand recognise comparable qualifications from more countries?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 74% 80% 72% 76% 73% 67% 81% 76% 44% 66% 84% 66% 11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

How do you propose that New Zealand should deal with healthcare costs in the future?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Increased taxes 15% 63% 32% 11% 28% 0% 0% 6% 0% 15% 0% 8%

Decreasing other areas of 
government spending 33% 52% 29% 32% 27% 16% 47% 36% 19% 28% 32% 37%

Compulsory health insurance 26% 15% 24% 14% 19% 18% 28% 30% 9% 29% 21% 28%

Compulsory personal health 
accounts 22% 41% 23% 8% 27% 0% 17% 23% 9% 20% 0% 20%

Guaranteed delivery and 
funding of a minimum of core 

health services only
27% 14% 19% 9% 24% 29% 34% 26% 60% 32% 37% 35%

Require young people in 
employment to take out health 

insurance, while children 
under 18 and people over 

50 years old are government 
funded

35% 27% 29% 29% 34% 32% 46% 39% 9% 32% 34% 35%

Spend more on programmes 
which help people prevent 

illness
48% 33% 71% 40% 56% 0% 41% 42% 27% 44% 54% 51%

Other 8% 7% 10% 16% 3% 21% 0% 9% 20% 6% 8% 11%

214% 251% 237% 159% 218% 116% 212% 210% 154% 207% 187% 224%

COALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE
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H E A LT H

Should a similar fund be created to cover the future extra cost of providing health care for an ageing population?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 67% 62% 65% 67% 71% 30% 76% 72% 7% 60% 76% 60%

10Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes

If using taxes to create a new fund to pay for your health care costs in the future were to delay the introduction of personal tax cuts, would you 
support or oppose creating a new fund?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 62% 68% 81% 50% 76% 50% 58% 58% 0% 56% 53% 53%

10Agree / strongly agree Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y

On a 1 to 5 scale, where 1 means very confident and 5 means not at all confident, how confident are you that the Government’s drug purchasing 
agency Pharmac strikes the right balance between meeting healthcare needs and what New Zealand can afford?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Unconfident / very unconfident 48% 40% 39% 53% 47% 23% 61% 51% 51% 48% 35% 40%

4Unconfident / very unconfident N N N Y N N Y Y Y N N N

Remove the review process which allows a cap to be placed on charges made by general practitioners

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Oppose / strongly oppose 65% 98% 74% 94% 83% 66% 59% 47% 38% 74% 50% 56% 9Oppose / strongly oppose Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y Y

Separating urgent and elective surgery at public hospitals. National says this will avoid urgent surgery, like that needed because of accidents, 
delaying other non-urgent operations

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 51% 55% 38% 44% 39% 59% 45% 67% 66% 48% 37% 40%

4Support / strongly support Y Y N N N Y N Y Y N N N

Relocating some hospital services to Integrated Family Health Centres, which would provide a fuller range of services closer to patients. Centres 
would have doctors, nurses, specialists and allied health professionals, such as physiotherapists, podiatrists, and dieticians all in one location, in 
local communities

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 78% 72% 67% 79% 70% 90% 75% 89% 78% 82% 69% 68%

11Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

COALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE
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H E A LT H

Judicious use of public-private partnerships to boost elective surgery availability and cut waiting lists

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 79% 62% 60% 76% 73% 100% 83% 91% 90% 73% 55% 72%

11Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

GPs with special interests should be able to provide a wider range of minor surgery at their clinics

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 85% 86% 80% 72% 79% 100% 100% 93% 100% 82% 66% 78%

11Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

COALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE
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Should any savings in health spending from insulating homes be..

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Used to fund other health 
services 78% 90% 77% 90% 80% 91% 82% 75% 76% 79% 72% 77%

11Used to fund other health 
services Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Do you believe the number of uninsulated homes in New Zealand is...

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

A problem now / urgent or 
immediate 90% 96% 97% 97% 93% 100% 78% 87% 71% 87% 70% 95%

11A problem now / urgent or 
immediate Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Given insulation of 300,000 homes at about $2200 each would cost about $726 million, do you believe the Government should fund the mass 
insulation of 300,000 homes?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 60% 68% 72% 88% 66% 34% 59% 50% 43% 57% 38% 54% 8Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes No Yes

If such an insulation policy were to be adopted, should the Government...

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Implement the policy as 
quickly as possible, say within 

three years
39% 35% 51% 85% 41% 41% 26% 25% 31% 36% 36% 28%

2Implement the policy as 
quickly as possible, say within 

three years
N N Y Y N N N N N N N N

If free insulation of homes were to be made available by the Government, who should receive insulation as a first priority?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

The elderly 63% 64% 60% 75% 70% 91% 66% 60% 25% 56% 72% 67%

Low income home occupiers 
with children under 15 58% 78% 71% 62% 65% 34% 47% 49% 32% 62% 54% 65%

Those in uninsulated homes 
suffering from respiratory 

diseases
55% 68% 59% 84% 58% 58% 51% 46% 49% 56% 40% 62%

Uninsulated homes in the 
coldest parts of the country 50% 59% 59% 50% 51% 25% 49% 46% 37% 49% 58% 52%

The Government should not 
provide free insulation to these 

homes
8% 0% 5% 0% 3% 0% 2% 11% 48% 4% 15% 13%

Don’t know 3% 0% 3% 0% 1% 0% 0% 2% 0% 5% 0% 0%

H E A LT H Y  H O M E SCOALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE

	 DEDICATED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE	 17



H E A LT H Y  H O M E S COALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE

If paying for insulation in uninsulated homes were to reduce the amount of money available for a cut in your personal income tax over time, would you...

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support 68% 67% 84% 79% 83% 34% 68% 54% 43% 65% 51% 56%

9Support Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y

If the funding for insulating homes could be managed so a cut in your personal income tax over time was also possible would you...

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support 82% 100% 84% 95% 89% 100% 84% 77% 62% 82% 74% 74% 11Support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
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A I R  A N D  W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y

Thinking about the overall quality of water in our rivers and streams over the past 10 years, do you believe the quality now is:

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Worse / much worse 59% 67% 74% 74% 61% 64% 65% 57% 44% 56% 80% 49%

9Worse / much worse Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N

Thinking about the quality of water over the next 10 years, do you believe it will be:

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Worse / much worse 46% 42% 56% 54% 43% 10% 44% 46% 38% 47% 81% 44%

3Worse / much worse N N Y Y N N N N N N Y N

More worse than better Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y 9
Thinking about the amount of fresh water available for use now and during the next five years, do you believe:

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

There is a water shortage now 
/ within 5 years 69% 66% 78% 67% 76% 75% 63% 68% 59% 66% 65% 60%

11There is a water shortage now 
/ within 5 years Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Households should pay for water and water treatment through rates only, unrelated to the amount of water used or the treatment it requires after use

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 44% 26% 23% 57% 51% 36% 63% 41% 29% 38% 21% 55%

4Agree / strongly agree N N N Y Y N Y N N N N Y

More agree than disagree Y N N Y Y N Y N N Y N Y 5
Households should each pay for the actual amount of water they use and the amount of water they discharge that requires treatment

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 50% 62% 68% 56% 45% 60% 41% 52% 57% 45% 44% 42% 6Agree / strongly agree Y Y Y Y N Y N Y Y N N N

More agree than disagree Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y 10
Businesses should pay for water and water treatment through rates only, unrelated to the amount of water they use or the treatment it requires 
after use

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 27% 14% 15% 45% 30% 11% 38% 25% 24% 25% 11% 37% 0Agree / strongly agree N N N N N N N N N N N N

More agree than disagree N N N Y N N N N N N N N 1

COALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE
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A I R  A N D  W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y COALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE

Businesses should each pay for the actual amount of water they use and for the amount of the water they discharge that requires treatment

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 83% 93% 92% 92% 79% 86% 82% 82% 89% 79% 76% 80%

11Agree / strongly agree Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

More agree than disagree Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11
The purity of New Zealand’s water including maintaining a reliable water supply and keeping rivers and waterways clean

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

A problem now / urgent or 
immediate 73% 70% 85% 80% 72% 86% 70% 73% 71% 74% 73%

10A problem now / urgent or 
immediate Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

The purity of New Zealand’s air

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

A problem now / urgent or 
immediate 54% 63% 69% 68% 56% 86% 47% 47% 35% 60% 63%

7A problem now / urgent or 
immediate Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N Y Y

Putting a price on greenhouse gas emissions

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 44% 23% 79% 53% 49% 26% 38% 35% 28% 38% 27%

2Support / strongly support N N Y Y N N N N N N N

More support than oppose Y Y Y Y Y N N N N Y N 5
More investment in research into reducing emissions from ruminant farm animals

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 59% 65% 80% 73% 70% 28% 50% 52% 32% 54% 39%

7Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y N

More investment in alternative fuel technologies, like those to capture and store emissions from coal fired power plants

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 86% 100% 83% 96% 88% 91% 81% 88% 58% 83% 65%

10Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
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Thinking about how fresh water from rivers and streams is allocated, if sufficient volume was left for municipal, household and recreational use 
and to protect the environment, should farmers and businesses be able to purchase the remaining water?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 61% 62% 49% 53% 61% 62% 59% 69% 73% 57% 73% 49% 11
Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Should those with rights to use fresh water be able to transfer or sell those rights to others?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 28% 16% 27% 12% 28% 55% 26% 31% 49% 24% 7% 15%

9Prevailing opinion No No No No No Yes No No Yes No No No

Should those with rights to use fresh water be able to transfer or sell those rights to others who will use it for the same purpose?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 48% 35% 43% 27% 44% 55% 54% 57% 53% 42% 39% 35%

7Prevailing opinion Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No

Should those with rights to use fresh water be able to transfer or sell those rights to others for any other legal use?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 24% 16% 16% 14% 24% 45% 33% 26% 39% 22% 17% 13%

10Prevailing opinion No No No No No Yes No No No No No No

Using a scale of 1 to 10, where 1 means not concerned at all and 10 means very concerned, how concerned personally are you about the fresh 
water supply in New Zealand?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

7-10 (concerned) 67% 72% 82% 83% 66% 10% 45% 60% 43% 70% 63% 66%

87-10 (concerned) Y Y Y Y Y N N Y N Y Y Y

Using a scale of 1 to 10, where 1 means much less likely and 10 much more likely, how much more or less likely would you be to vote for a political 
party that was proposing to do more about New Zealand’s ongoing fresh water supply?

Multichoice - Single 
Answer Only Party vote if election held tomorrow

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

6-10 (more likely) 63% 44% 88% 75% 63% 11% 57% 59% 48% 64% 45% 64%

76-10 (more likely) Y N Y Y Y N Y Y N Y N Y
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W A T E R  F U T U R E  P O L I C Y

Which of the following statements best represents your view on this? (potential to transfer water to other commercial uses provided the total 
amount of water to be extracted does not exceed the initial maximum allocated and the water is available.

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score 
 (out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 64% 56% 49% 58% 63% 54% 62% 69% 87% 56% 54% 60% 10Support / strongly support Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

More support than oppose Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11
It has been suggested Central Government give regional councils greater guidance to balance the needs of water users by using National Policy 
Statements and National Environmental Standards under the Resource Management Act. Do you support or oppose more guidance being provided 
through these national policy statements and standards?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 50% 81% 65% 63% 56% 46% 52% 45% 53% 44% 43% 49% 6Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N N N

More support than oppose Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11
Would you support or oppose commercial water users being given a proportion of the water available instead of a fixed amount?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 67% 87% 73% 61% 69% 90% 78% 71% 76% 61% 32% 58% 10Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y

More support than oppose Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y 10
Which best represents your view on water users being able to buy a level of reliability as required for their use?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 60% 48% 53% 65% 64% 84% 57% 64% 68% 50% 51% 52% 10Support / strongly support Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

More support than oppose Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11
Do you support or oppose a regional council having the right to earmark or reserve water for a future use?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 57% 75% 61% 62% 54% 90% 64% 60% 59% 55% 53% 46% 10Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N

More support than oppose Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11
It has been suggested that commercial water rights should be separated, to allow the quantity of water available for use to be transferred between 
users. This will avoid the need to apply to change the original permit. Do you support or oppose this idea?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 56% 55% 51% 56% 54% 68% 60% 58% 66% 52% 41% 50% 10

Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y

More support than oppose Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11
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W A T E R  F U T U R E  P O L I C Y

Do you support or oppose water entitlements being granted for 35 years, with rights of renewal for another 35 years?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 35% 27% 24% 17% 30% 48% 31% 43% 54% 24% 35% 27% 1Support / strongly support N N N N N N N N Y N N N

More support than oppose Y N N N Y Y N Y Y N Y Y 6
Would you support or oppose the greater use of transferable or tradable water contamination limits within a catchment?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score 
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 44% 60% 41% 37% 44% 75% 40% 46% 75% 40% 22% 42% 3Support / strongly support N Y N N N Y N N Y N N N

More support than oppose Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y 10
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The management of New Zealand’s energy needs and where we get our energy from

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

A problem now / urgent or 
immediate 81% 89% 89% 76% 79% 76% 81% 85% 82% 80% 72%

10A problem now / urgent or 
immediate Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

 Do you believe New Zealand has a secure long-term supply of energy?

Multichoice -  
Single Answer Only Party vote if election held tomorrow

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 21% 26% 19% 18% 21% 26% 27% 21% 23% 16% 14% 10Prevailing opinion No No No No No No No No No No No

Incentives to develop wave and tidal power

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 81% 89% 86% 80% 85% 81% 84% 82% 58% 79% 69% 10Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Do you agree or disagree that the use of both fossil and renewable energy should be permitted?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 78% 85% 56% 76% 76% 80% 86% 88% 73% 74% 81% 10Agree / strongly agree Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Do you agree or disagree with the view that only renewable electricity energy developments should be permitted in future, even if that results in 
lower growth and national income?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 40% 59% 75% 37% 42% 35% 35% 35% 27% 32% 47% 4More agree than disagree Y Y Y N Y N N N N N Y

Which of the following best represents your view of the national electricity transmission grid?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

The grid needs upgrading 
soon / urgently 80% 83% 68% 74% 79% 95% 78% 88% 92% 73% 69% 77%

11The grid needs upgrading 
soon / urgently Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Do you think the national or local interest should have priority when an electricity generation project is proposed?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

The national interest is more 
important but local needs 

should be considered
51% 34% 38% 37% 48% 72% 59% 58% 75% 48% 38% 46%

4The national interest is more 
important but local needs 

should be considered
Y N N N N Y Y Y Y N N N

E N E R G Y COALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE

24	 DEDICATED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE



E N E R G Y

If a new power project is opposed by some in one area, but the energy is vital to power users in other areas with much bigger populations, should 
the larger economic interest or the local interest come first?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Larger economic interest first 48% 19% 36% 28% 47% 69% 43% 55% 77% 39% 35% 40%

3Larger economic interest first N N N N N Y N Y Y N N N

If landowners affected by the need for new grid capacity were able to sell their land at above market value to the power company, and then lease it 
back to continue using it, do you think this a reasonable or unreasonable solution for private landowners?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Reasonable 73% 61% 66% 59% 69% 100% 74% 80% 59% 68% 65% 55%

11Reasonable Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Thinking about New Zealand’s energy sources, energy security and emissions created during power production, during the next 10 years, do you 
support or oppose a ban on new thermal generating capacity?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support a 
10 year ban 58% 75% 82% 74% 65% 20% 59% 50% 24% 57% 57% 47%

8Support / strongly support a 
10 year ban Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y N

Do you think that NZ is doing enough to encourage renewable energy projects?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 17% 6% 6% 12% 23% 25% 15% 15% 38% 14% 5% 16%

11Prevailing opinion No No No No No No No No No No No No

How concerned would you be if a windfarm was built on an area that was visible from your home?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Not concerned / not 
concerned at all 61% 49% 73% 57% 62% 69% 67% 61% 60% 58% 84% 49%

9Not concerned / not 
concerned at all Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N

If the Government were to offer a cash incentive to encourage you to replace your energy inefficient home appliances (e.g. refrigerator) with 
energy efficient ones, would you support or oppose this policy?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 75% 84% 88% 88% 83% 100% 70% 66% 43% 73% 74% 72%

10Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y
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In addition to financial reporting, businesses should also be required to report on environmental and social costs caused by their activities

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 83% 100% 94% 92% 89% 84% 79% 77% 61% 86% 83%

10Agree / strongly agree Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Businesses should be financially responsible for any environmental damage caused by their activities

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 94% 100% 98% 95% 96% 90% 93% 93% 81% 95% 94%

10Agree / strongly agree Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Businesses should be responsible for the environmental impacts of their products from ‘cradle to grave’ (from manufacture, distribution and sale, 
through to use, reuse and disposal)

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 83% 98% 91% 89% 85% 89% 87% 78% 55% 84% 83%

10Agree / strongly agree Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

A company’s treatment of its employees has a big influence on whether you buy their products or not

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 64% 90% 74% 66% 68% 88% 62% 61% 47% 65% 59%

9Agree / strongly agree Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y

Which of the following best describes the role that businesses should play in society?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Generate returns to investors 
but balance with contributions 

to the broader public good
79% 94% 86% 74% 81% 64% 80% 80% 57% 78% 70%

10Generate returns to investors 
but balance with contributions 

to the broader public good
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Do you believe emissions trading, by putting a price on emissions, will encourage business emitters to reduce emissions?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 48% 34% 63% 48% 56% 16% 37% 45% 44% 45% 34% 41% 6Prevailing opinion Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No Yes No Yes

Thinking about who should pay to take part in a product stewardship programme, which of the following best represents your view?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Product providers taking part 
in the programme pay to be 

included
49% 64% 60% 47% 53% 64% 52% 49% 53% 43% 31% 45%

6Product providers taking part 
in the programme pay to be 

included
N Y Y N Y Y Y N Y N N N
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B U S I N E S S

There have been proposals that Parliament should legislate for a levy to be imposed to pay for a product stewardship programme, where the 
majority of produces in a sector agree. Do you agree or disagree with this proposal?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Chose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 60% 76% 73% 56% 72% 69% 54% 57% 34% 52% 41% 48%

8Agree / strongly agree Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N N

With which of the following suggestions do you agree?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Business mentors should be 
provided for migrants who do 

not yet have jobs
40% 65% 52% 63% 42% 34% 35% 36% 16% 36% 32% 41%

3Business mentors should be 
provided for migrants who do 

not yet have jobs
N Y Y Y N N N N N N N N

Internships should be provided 
for skilled migrants, paying 

them a modest income while 
they learn how to work in the 

New Zealand workplace

66% 85% 72% 72% 72% 78% 37% 65% 25% 59% 68% 61%

9Internships should be provided 
for skilled migrants, paying 

them a modest income while 
they learn how to work in the 

New Zealand workplace

Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y Y Y

Awards should be made to 
employers for “inspiring and 

insightful” migrant hiring, 
retention and promotion 

practices

46% 76% 45% 55% 54% 34% 42% 39% 31% 47% 46% 51%

4Awards should be made to 
employers for “inspiring and 

insightful” migrant hiring, 
retention and promotion 

practices

N Y N Y Y N N N N N N Y
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S K I L L E D  W O R K E R S

How do you think we should fill the skill shortage?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Provide incentives for New 
Zealand graduates and skilled 
tradespeople to return from 

overseas

69% 57% 69% 77% 75% 68% 72% 69% 78% 65% 39% 49%

9Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N

Provide incentives for New 
Zealand graduates to remain 

in New Zealand

86% 75% 83% 89% 93% 89% 85% 83% 100% 90% 69% 73%

11Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Attract more skilled migrants 
from overseas

34% 24% 33% 26% 39% 27% 13% 34% 28% 32% 17% 47% 0N N N N N N N N N N N N

Should the Government create some incentives for New Zealand citizens who are graduates and skilled tradespeople to return from overseas?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 80% 87% 70% 92% 87% 79% 86% 80% 87% 80% 78% 72% 11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Which incentives to attract New Zealanders with skills to return from overseas would be appropriate?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Cash incentives 50% 37% 32% 53% 44% 58% 48% 35% 9% 45% 46% 31%

Travel incentives 34% 49% 30% 28% 29% 13% 30% 21% 34% 35% 29% 19%

Paying resettlement expenses 58% 34% 42% 53% 56% 13% 54% 46% 25% 45% 29% 36%

Home purchasing incentives 53% 29% 38% 51% 48% 61% 55% 45% 9% 40% 65% 34%

Tax incentives 60% 64% 35% 73% 40% 23% 44% 56% 31% 47% 37% 50%

Retirement savings incentives 46% 36% 33% 52% 37% 68% 45% 38% 34% 35% 52% 21%

Free training 37% 27% 22% 64% 36% 20% 43% 23% 18% 34% 26% 16%

Don’t know 2% 0% 2% 5% 2% 0% 3% 1% 0% 3% 13% 2%

Other (please specify) 5% 10% 7% 5% 3% 0% 1% 4% 19% 3% 0% 9%
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S K I L L E D  M I G R A N T S

Thinking about the overall impact on your community from recent increases in the number of people coming to live in New Zealand from overseas, 
do you believe the effects have been

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Positive / very positive 40% 70% 53% 37% 49% 25% 39% 35% 19% 33% 0% 42% 2Positive / very positive N Y Y N N N N N N N N N

More positive than negative Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 9
To overcome skills workforce shortages do New Zealand employers need to accept greater diversity, employing more people from different ethnic 
backgrounds?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 70% 87% 77% 60% 80% 71% 48% 70% 31% 66% 65% 62%

10Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes

Should New Zealand relax its immigration requirements, like the need for English language skills, in order to attract more skilled migrants in the 
technical and professional occupations where there are the greatest shortages, backed up by offering language instruction suitable for a New 
Zealand work place?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 24% 35% 28% 35% 28% 29% 18% 23% 31% 22% 13% 22%

11Prevailing opinion No No No No No No No No No No No No

Should working migrants, who wish to improve their English language and maths skills, be offered literacy programmes at their work places?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 59% 74% 68% 61% 70% 58% 54% 52% 38% 64% 42% 43%

8Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No No

Thinking about the potential ways to fix the workforce illiteracy problem (reading, writing and maths) among New Zealand and migrant workers, 
which of the following ideas would you support?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Employers and Government 
should equally pay to help deal 
with illiteracy in the workforce

46% 63% 42% 64% 53% 23% 51% 42% 9% 51% 37% 31%

5Employers and Government 
should equally pay to help deal 
with illiteracy in the workforce

N Y N Y Y N Y N N Y N N

Do you agree or disagree that skilled migrants make an important contribution to New Zealand?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 91% 87% 97% 89% 92% 100% 80% 91% 64% 88% 100% 88%

11Agree / strongly agree Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
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S K I L L E D  M I G R A N T S COALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE

How concerned are you, if at all, that the country of origin of skilled migrants will adversely affect New Zealand’s way of life?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Not very concerned / not at all 55% 80% 73% 27% 62% 63% 45% 56% 54% 54% 83% 36%

8Not very concerned / not at all Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y N

Do you agree or disagree that skilled migrants can add to social diversity and improve New Zealand’s way of life?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
Not To 
Say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 80% 70% 94% 86% 80% 100% 57% 80% 44% 76% 52% 71%

10Agree / strongly agree Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y
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S K I L L S  T R A I N I N G

Would you support or oppose a large increase in programmes to address workplace illiteracy?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support 74% 63% 76% 87% 85% 82% 70% 74% 44% 68% 60% 58% 10Support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y

Should a Life Long Learning Voucher be introduced so people can choose to buy skills training of their choice at any time they need it during their 
working lives?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 50% 45% 60% 54% 59% 46% 70% 48% 43% 40% 36% 39% 11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Should all students in all secondary schools be able to take part in hands-on learning in a range of technical activities?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 91% 96% 94% 100% 94% 96% 95% 90% 82% 89% 87% 76% 11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Should all schools be given more flexibility to offer their students trades and industry training outside their school gates, whether at other schools, 
local training providers or at Industry Training Organisation (ITO) approved workplaces?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score 
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 94% 87% 95% 100% 95% 100% 96% 95% 68% 91% 100% 86% 11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

To promote innovation in school-based delivery of trades and industry training, should selected schools be allowed to run “Trades Academies”?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score 
 (out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 82% 87% 72% 78% 86% 88% 82% 86% 68% 78% 91% 74% 11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Should a school-based apprenticeships scheme be piloted in New Zealand?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 80% 91% 80% 78% 84% 74% 94% 80% 50% 79% 91% 75% 11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Should graduates from New Zealand universities or polytechnics with good degree or technical qualifications but poor workplace English language 
skills be offered taxpayer-funded internships (at work places) which include teaching language skills?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 48% 46% 55% 63% 56% 24% 40% 45% 25% 48% 60% 44% 7Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes No
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Thinking about ways to address the issue of 40% of workers not having the necessary reading, writing and maths (literacy) skills necessary to 
undertake skills training, which of the following ideas would you support?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Pay school leavers to improve 
their literacy skills while they 

are working

24% 40% 30% 56% 30% 68% 16% 19% 9% 23% 23% 12% 2N N N Y N Y N N N N N N

Provide vouchers to pay 
for school children to have 
remedial English language 
and maths teaching outside 

of school

47% 57% 54% 56% 48% 44% 48% 43% 25% 49% 46% 50%

4
N Y Y Y N N N N N N N Y

Provide advice and training for 
parents to help them improve 
their own and their children’s 

language and maths skills

67% 62% 75% 69% 66% 34% 56% 66% 40% 76% 56% 59%

9Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y

Require all primary school 
teachers to have level 2 NCEA/ 
University Entrance equivalent 
passes in maths and English

52% 13% 55% 46% 52% 40% 60% 53% 69% 51% 31% 52%

7Y N Y N Y N Y Y Y Y N Y

Thinking about providing objective information on their future employment prospects to people who are choosing educational courses, which of 
the following ideas would you support?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Require all course providers 
to give students accurate 

information on the proportion 
of graduates who find jobs 

using their qualifications within 
two years of graduating

71% 78% 62% 81% 73% 84% 68% 72% 81% 63% 50% 75%

11
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Require course providers 
to report how much their 

graduates earn before and 
after training

41% 39% 37% 55% 49% 71% 30% 40% 43% 32% 20% 55%

3N N N Y N Y N N N N N Y

Pay public and privately run 
training institutions for each 

person they successfully place 
in employment after training, 

rather than a fee for each 
person they enrol

49% 73% 37% 63% 48% 73% 54% 46% 50% 53% 68% 48%

7
N Y N Y N Y Y N Y Y Y N

Thinking about how training might be made to work for small to medium enterprises, would you support a levy being imposed on all employers in 
a sector to pay for part of the training?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 34% 50% 30% 48% 48% 16% 43% 28% 9% 33% 29% 25% 1Support / strongly support N Y N N N N N N N N N N

More support than oppose N Y N Y Y N N N N N Y N 4
Would it be better to concentrate more on “foundation skills and knowledge” at schools and give more assistance to employers to develop more 
specific occupational skills?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 78% 83% 65% 76% 82% 47% 89% 79% 84% 72% 55% 85% 11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Should more mature people (those aged 30 plus) be encouraged to enter into apprenticeship and trade training arrangements by paying them an 
allowance while they are training?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 87% 100% 82% 100% 86% 96% 96% 85% 87% 85% 100% 76% 11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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Should people who have been trained in New Zealand be required to work in New Zealand for each year they received a student loan, as a way to 
overcome skills shortages?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 64% 56% 49% 61% 68% 57% 90% 66% 53% 59% 64% 60% 11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Thinking about the need for improved educational performance and the high growth rate of Maori and Pasifika populations, which of the following 
policy suggestions to do agree with?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score 
 (out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Target extra investment 
in clusters of low decile 

schools which cater for high 
proportions of Maori and 

Pacific students

49% 36% 55% 77% 57% 22% 31% 45% 9% 47% 30% 42%

3
N N Y Y Y N N N N N N N

Encourage businesses and 
non profit organisations to 

play a greater role in building 
school leadership capacity

46% 59% 50% 61% 53% 47% 38% 43% 16% 36% 24% 47%

4N Y Y Y Y N N N N N N N
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T A X E S

Would you prefer the Government to spend money on KiwiSaver to encourage retirement savings or to cut personal tax rates instead?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Money returned through 
personal tax cuts

55% 58% 27% 38% 37% 51% 61% 73% 85% 52% 64% 58% 8Y Y N N N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Do you support or oppose paying a new 10c per litre fuel tax in your region to more quickly fund road and public transport projects?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 37% 38% 72% 25% 49% 35% 39% 34% 34% 23% 16% 22% 1Support / strongly support N N Y N N N N N N N N N

More support than oppose N N Y N Y N Y N N N N N 3
Do you believe the Government should lower personal income taxes this year?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Yes - percentage 85% 75% 46% 87% 80% 95% 87% 92% 100% 86% 97% 83% 11Prevailing opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

In dollar terms what size of tax cut would be personally acceptable to you?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

No personal tax cut 12% 22% 44% 11% 19% 5% 20% 5% 5% 8% 5% 11%

$5 per week (costing $500 
million a year) 9% 2% 9% 7% 9% 0% 12% 7% 0% 12% 7% 7%

$10 per week (costing $1000 
million a year) 20% 40% 17% 15% 21% 51% 11% 19% 19% 20% 13% 21%

$20 per week (costing $2000 
million a year) 22% 12% 7% 10% 20% 23% 25% 28% 17% 19% 43% 13%

$30 per week (costing $3000 
million a year) 7% 1% 2% 12% 6% 12% 6% 9% 2% 4% 6% 9%

$40 per week (costing $4000 
million a year) 9% 4% 1% 15% 5% 6% 9% 11% 20% 9% 8% 8%

Don’t know 13% 8% 10% 19% 13% 0% 10% 9% 4% 19% 8% 20%

Other (please specify) 9% 12% 8% 11% 5% 3% 6% 9% 30% 9% 9% 9%

Would you support or oppose a cut in personal income tax rates if a reduction meant a rise in prices and inflation?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Oppose / strongly oppose 69% 62% 90% 79% 78% 40% 74% 61% 59% 77% 49% 48% 8Oppose / strongly oppose Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y N N

Would you support or oppose a cut in personal income tax rates if a reduction meant a rise in prices and interest rates?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score 
 (out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Oppose / strongly oppose 71% 62% 89% 79% 78% 50% 83% 62% 62% 78% 40% 52% 10Oppose / strongly oppose Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y

COALITION POLICY OPTIONS GUIDE

34	 DEDICATED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE



T A X E S

Do you think the proposal to increase GST to 20% and introduce a single tax rate of 20 cents for each dollar earned is worthy of further 
investigation by policy makers?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Not worthy of investigation 57% 69% 56% 55% 59% 79% 64% 56% 32% 62% 25% 48% 8Not worthy of investigation Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N N

Of the three possible tax policy options please select the one you most prefer

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Option one: Short term 
- cutting the higher income 

tax rates of 39% and 33% to 
30%, leaving middle/lower 

and corporate rates the same

26% 21% 18% 36% 34% 15% 9% 25% 21% 25% 11% 22%

Option two: Medium term 
- cutting corporate and higher 

income tax rates to 28%, 
leaving middle/ lower rates 

the same

21% 4% 15% 9% 12% 21% 8% 28% 12% 25% 22% 20%

Option three - Increasing GST 
to 20% and introducing one 
corporate and personal tax 

rate of 20%, with rebates for 
low income earners

24% 35% 21% 27% 20% 0% 35% 25% 56% 18% 32% 29%

Don’t know 16% 16% 19% 16% 13% 40% 22% 11% 12% 21% 35% 18%

Option one Y N N Y Y N N N N Y N N 3
Option two N N N N N Y N Y N Y N N 3

Option three N Y Y N N N Y N Y N Y Y 6
Do you agree or disagree that New Zealand personal income tax rates should match or be lower than those in Australia?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree 41% 57% 28% 45% 38% 25% 62% 46% 40% 42% 27% 36% 2Agree N Y N N N N Y N N N N N

More agree than disagree Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y N Y 8
As an alternative to tax cuts, would you support employers being required, over a period of years, to increase their compulsory contribution to 
employees’ KiwiSaver accounts from 4% to 8%?

All 
parties

Don’t 
Know

Choose 
Not To 
Vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 38% 32% 46% 59% 52% 25% 36% 28% 0% 39% 33% 39% 2Support / strongly support N N N Y Y N N N N N N N

More support than oppose N N Y Y Y Y N N N Y N Y 6
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O T H E R

On what basis should Government agencies buy their products and services?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 10)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Best value for money over the 
whole of life (not necessarily at 

the time of purchase)

71% 66% 72% 61% 72% 92% 65% 73% 74% 73% 48% 9Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N

Do you think greater use of national policy and environmental statements should be encouraged or discouraged

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score 
 (out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Encouraged 70% 57% 76% 74% 74% 49% 51% 71% 61% 68% 58% 57% 10Encouraged Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y

In general, do you agree or disagree that centralised environmental standards that set rules for infrastructure development across the country are 
preferable to local and regional rules governing such development?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree 59% 58% 64% 44% 65% 43% 54% 59% 42% 52% 49% 53% 7Agree Y Y Y N Y N Y Y N Y N Y

In its 2007 Budget the Government made it compulsory for companies to make contributions of 4% of salary to employees’ retirement savings, 
being phased in over two years. Do you support or oppose this policy?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 69% 98% 71% 87% 80% 77% 73% 61% 21% 69% 48% 64% 9Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y

The Government’s 2007 Budget introduced incentives for voluntary savings of 4% of personal income into KiwiSaver.  
Do you support or oppose this policy?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Support / strongly support 76% 90% 89% 75% 82% 36% 75% 73% 51% 71% 40% 63% 9Support / strongly support Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y N Y

Do you agree or disagree with the policy to require employers, over a four year period, to make matching contributions, up to 4% of salary,  
to people saving through KiwiSaver?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Agree / strongly agree 57% 72% 75% 64% 78% 42% 59% 44% 31% 49% 35% 63% 6Agree / strongly agree Y Y Y Y Y N Y N N N N Y

Do you think the current level of spending (30% of gross domestic product), if spent appropriately, is enough or not enough to give everyone a fair 
go in New Zealand?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

Level of 
agreement 

score  
(out of 11)

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Enough / more than enough 52% 44% 53% 26% 45% 50% 37% 64% 88% 38% 12% 60% 5Enough / more than enough Y N Y N N Y N Y Y N N Y
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O T H E R

If well spent, do you think the $55 billion, or 30% of GDP the Government spends is too much or too little to help New Zealand grow and lift  
living standards?

All 
parties

Don’t 
know

Choose 
not to 
vote

Prefer 
not to 
say

JA 
Progressive Green Maori Labour

United 
Future NZ First National Act

Too much 15% 0% 9% 7% 6% 11% 12% 22% 62% 6% 27% 22%

About right 44% 43% 56% 8% 54% 38% 39% 41% 26% 42% 30% 41%

Too little 33% 51% 27% 62% 36% 50% 49% 32% 12% 33% 44% 24%

Don’t know 8% 6% 7% 23% 4% 0% 0% 6% 0% 20% 0% 12%
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Level 3, Building 10	 Tel: +64 9 525 9727

Corporate Office Park	 Fax: +64 9 580 1071

666 Gt. South Road	 Email: office@nzbcsd.org.nz

Penrose, Auckland	 Web: www.nzbcsd.org.nz

CONDITIONS OF USE OF THIS GUIDE

This guide may be downloaded from the Business Council’s web site: www.nzbcsd.org.nz 

This research may be used and published provided the Business Council and ShapeNZ are 
acknowledged as the source.

The Business Council will be pleased to consider approaches for further analysis.

Processing fees may apply.

Cross analysis on each question is available against the following ShapeNZ criteria:

Authority to purchase goods by value

Local Government areas

General electorates

Household types

Qualifications

Business Activity type

Occupations

Incomes

Age groups

Ethnic groups

Gender

Political party vote

Note: These sub analyses will have larger margins of error than the national results contained in this guide.

CONTACT

For further information please contact: Graeme Colman, Communications Manager, NZBCSD

Telephone	 64 9 525 9727 Mob 021 325 377

E-mail: graeme.colman@nzbcsd.org.nz or office@nzbcsd.org.nz

www.shapenz.org.nz   www.nzbcsd.org.nz
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